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BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

T7te Health Committee’s Annual Report.
ANYONE who carefully noted the weekly and quarterly

reports of the medical officer of health during the year 1906
will not be surprised to find in the annual statement of the
health committee that, although on the whole the health of
the city has been very satisfactory, the death-rate is a little
higher as compared with the previous year-that i?, 16’ 8
per 1000 for 1906, as compared with 16.1 per 1000 for
1905. The birth-rate, on the contrary, has remained

practically stationary, 29’3 per 1000 for 1906, as com-

pared with 29-2 per 1000 for 1905. This is a very
low rate, not so low as in some other large towns, but
it compares badly with the mean for the ten years ending
with 1905, which was 32-3 per 1000. The death-rate would
probably have been lower than ever before had it not been
for the increased mortality from diarrhoea and enteritis
which was associated with the long period of hot, dry
weather in the latter part of the summer and the early
part of the autumn of 1906. Fortunately, however,
the mortality from gastro-intestinal troubles was not

by any means so great as it has been in previous
years under comparatively similar conditions and we may
therefore hope that a better knowledge of the manage-
ment of children is gradually spreading amongst the

working classes, for it is amongst their children that
the mortality is greatest. Scarlet fever and diphtheria
were more prevalent than in the previous year, but fortu-
nately they were both of mild type. Of scarlet fever there
were 1814 cases with only 53 deaths and of diphtheria there
were 817 cases and 93 deaths. Typhoid fever, on the other
hand, was less prevalent than in the preceding year, 191
cases as compared with 209, a new record being thus
established. Unfortunately, the disease was of a somewhat
severe type and 40 patients died, giving a mortality of 21 per
cent. A very promising feature of the report is to be found
in the statement which shows that the deaths from pul-
monary diseases were 314 below the average of the preceding
ten years. Apparently the efforts made to check these

dangerous maladies are producing an appreciable effect. In
association with this it is interesting to note that more care
is being taken with the examination of milk for the presence
of tubercle bacilli and with the methodical inspection of
dairies which are within the city area. Unfortunately,
though there is definite infection of the milk from certain
sources outside the city, the authorities have no power over
the dairies concerned. Of the seven principal zymotic
diseases the three most fatal during 1906 were diarrh&oelig;a,.
857 deaths ; whooping-cough, 251 deaths ; and measles, 277
deaths.

The Children’s Hospital.
The annual report and the speeches made at the annual

meeting emphasised the well-known fact that two things are
needed by this institution-a new hospital and increased
subscriptions. A new hospital is needed because the

present one is not large enough, for since its foundation the
population of Birmingham has trebled and the hospital has
remained much as it was. It is also needed because the present
building is not well adapted for its purpose. No definite sani-
tary defects can be said to be present, still the death-rate is
greater than it should be, and it has been gradually increasing.
Many factors are probably contributing to this result. No
small wards are available for particularly serious cases,
there are no means of isolating nurses who have been in con-
tact with infectious cases, and the air-supply is not all that
could be wished. It has been decided, therefore, that a new
hospital must be built, but it is not yet settled where it
shall be. The present site has many advantages ; amongst
others it is sufficiently central and accessible, but it
is questionable if it is large enough, and the committee
appointed to consider the matter will be wise if it makes
the question of space one of great importance. At the same
time it is not possible to avoid the question of the increased
cost of maintaining a larger building. No doubt money can
be got for the erection of a new building but it is not so easy
to get means for the upkeep. During 1905 there was a
deficiency of &pound; I53 on the year’s work in spite of the fact
that a legacy of E504 was devoted to current expenses ; in
1906 by great economy the deficit was reduced to &pound; 68, and
unfortunately the subscriptions for the year decreased by

.&63. These are rather serious fact3 which must be carefully
considered in the formation of plans for the future.

Tlw Birmingham Dispensary.
During 1906 this charity received &pound; 203 more than in the

previous year from subscriptions and supernumerary tickets
and the general expenditure decreased by J:.63, but the
amount spent by the relief fund exceeded the income
by E267. Nevertheless the revenue for the year was

sufficiently good to enable the committee to place all the
legacies received during the year in an investment deposit
account and in addition it paid a further .6300 into this
account to reduce the deficiency caused by the withdrawal
of C800 in 1904 to meet annual expenditure. It has been
decided to establish a new branch at Smethwick which will
cost over J:.6000, and for this purpose an appeal is made for
donations, those associated with Smethwick being particu-
larly called upon. No one can doubt the wisdom of the
decision, for Smethwick is the centre of a large working
population and it is to be hoped that the money needed will
be forthcoming, so that the necessities of the district may
be properly met.
March 6th. 

___________________

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Liverpool Country Hospital for Chronic Diseases of Cltildren.
THE annual meeting of the subscribers to this hospital took

place at the town-hall on March lst, the Lord Mayor presiding.
The report showed that the work of building the hospital at
Heswall was now in a forward condition. When completed
the hospital would accommodate 200 cots and would be as
large as the David Lewis Northern Hospital or the Royal
Southern Hospital. The administrative block was now in
an advanced state and should be ready for occupation
at the same time as the central block. The number
of endowed cots and the maintenance fund at the

disposal of the committee were matters for satisfac-
tion. Two additional cots have been endowed by Miss
Gaskell and Mr. Edmund Johnston, the former sub-

scribing J:.600 and the latter &pound; 1000 For the past seven
years the hospital had been treating children’s chronic
diseases in a small way at West Kirby. The committee
reiterated its appeal for .E15.000 which was made at the
ceremony of laying the foundation-stone, feeling that this
amount was urgently required to place the hospital on a
proper footing. A Children’s Country Hospital Gaild, of
which Lady Russell is the president, had been formed to assist
in providing the necessary linen for the hospital and had
been well supported. During the year 22 children had been
discharged from the West Kirby hospital, two having been
under treatment for over two years, four for a year and
upwards, 12 had been in the hospital for from four to ten
months, and four for lesser periods. When completed the
hospital would be equal to the largest Liverpool hospital,
while as regarded its position-in the way of fresh country-
it would be unequalled.

The Dutton Research Professorship.
The research professorship which is in contemplation at

the University of Liverpool in connexion with the School of
Tropical Medicine, as a memorial to the late Dr. J. E.
Dutton, is now in a fair way of becoming an accomplished
fact. So far .&4000 have been promised.

Death of James Moore Bennett, M.D. St. And.
Dr. J. M. Bennett (of Prince’s-road), one of the oldest

practitioners in the city, died suddenly at his residence on
March lst. He became a Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England in 1856 acd graduated as M.D. St.
Andrews in 1862. He held several important medical
appointments, being consulting physician to the Liverpool
Dispensaries, one of the oldest of the many Liverpool
charities. General regret was expressed at his sudden
decease. He was about 73 years of age and leaves a widow
and several children.

Liverpool Stanley Hospi.tal. .

Dr. John Owen, pathologist to the David Lewis Northern
Hospital, has been elected an honorary physician to the
Stanley Hospital, in the room of Dr. John Hay. Dr. Owen,
who is M.B. of the University of London, served during the
late Boer war as a civil surgeon in the South African field
force. He also held some minor appointments in Liverpool,
March 5th.


